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should have been done by September
30. We are now well past that now.

On September 30, we passed a con-
tinuing resolution that went until to-
morrow. Now we are passing another
one that is going to go into February.
As I read through it, as it just came
over from the House of Representa-
tives, and was scanning quickly
through it when they actually released
the language in it this morning, I was
interested to be able to see a couple of
things that popped out to me in par-
ticular, serving on the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee. Serving that position
in Homeland Security and some of the
issues that we deal with on a day-to-
day basis on oversight, I was fascinated
to see two particular areas that popped
out to me in this. One of them was
dealing with unaccompanied minors.

The administration earlier this year
took some of the COVID money that
had been allocated in March and used
that COVID money to deal with unac-
companied minors. We have yet to get
a full accounting of how much that
was. But then when the continuing res-
olution was passed just September 30,
2.5 billion with a ‘“b’—2.5 billion addi-
tional dollars were allocated just to
deal with the surge of unaccompanied
minors for this year.

Well, that was a few months ago now.
This continuing resolution is allo-
cating another $1.5 billion to unaccom-
panied minors. So they took we don’t
know how much money of the COVID
money for unaccompanied minors, and
then if this bill passes tonight, which I
assume it will at this point, it is an-
other $4 billion just on the unaccom-
panied minors. Let me remind you how
large of a figure that is, an additional
$4 billion.

Before we lose track of that, what
jumped out at me first when I went
through this was a surprising number.
In the continuing resolution that just
came over from the House just minutes
ago, there is a request for an additional
$7 billion for Afghan refugees. When
you say ‘“‘OK, I understand,” in the
September 30 continuing resolution,
there was $6 billion for Afghan refugees
over there. That is $13 billion for Af-
ghan refugees. The best that we can
tell, we have 69,000 Afghan refugees
who are in the process, and we are allo-
cating $13 billion for it.

Now, we all thought—and we had the
conversation here—that $6 billion that
was allocated was an enormous amount
of money that was allocated, but now,
3 months after the refugees started
being able to move out of Afghanistan
in that debacle of a withdrawal that
happened, now we are talking about
not $6 billion but $13 billion. That is
around $200,000 per person so far.

If that was not bad enough, in the
continuing resolution done September
30, because of the enormous size of this
amount of money and because of how
little information has actually come to
this body, there was a demand in it
that by November 30—that was 2 days
ago—the Department of Homeland Se-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

curity would have to turn over a report
of actually what is happening with the
Afghan refugees. Has anyone in this
body read that report from DHS now on
how they are handling the Afghan refu-
gees? I would go ahead and preemp-
tively answer no because none of us
have seen the report yet.

Here is what we don’t know but yet
this body demanded in the last CR to
be able to get from DHS. We demanded
to know crazy things like this: the
number of lawful U.S. permanent resi-
dents who were evacuated out of Af-
ghanistan. We don’t have that number
yet. We don’t know how many were
special immigrant visa holders. We
don’t know how many were actually
applicants for special immigrant visas.
We don’t know the number that had
any other immigrant status. We don’t
know the number who actually worked
for our government who were actually
evacuated. We have not been told al-
though we demanded to have it by No-
vember 30.

We don’t know the number of people
who work for a partner government or
any other entity that we were affili-
ated with although we asked for that.
We don’t know the number of people
who actually came through the process
and then were later determined to be
security threats to the United States
and had slipped through the process.
We asked for that. We asked for that to
come in by November 30. That has not
been turned over.

We asked for the number of people
who were getting paroled and their pa-
role was then terminated because of
some other criminal activity or some-
thing else. We asked for that. That is a
number they have. They have not
turned that number over.

We asked for even the number of
interviews that had been conducted.
We have yet to receive that. In fact,
there has not been a single public hear-
ing in the Senate on Afghan refugees—
not one. So not only have we not re-
ceived anything in writing, we have
not even received any testimony from
anyone from DHS on this.

Listen, we gave DHS $6 billion and
said: We are going to allocate this
money to you. We just want to know
who we are allocating it to and what it
is going to be used for.

That doesn’t seem unreasonable. But
not only is this body not holding DHS
accountable for not answering our
questions, we are handing them $7 bil-
lion more tonight. Does anyone else see
this as an issue?

I am all for keeping the government
open, but this body has a responsibility
of oversight. We have pretended we are
doing oversight, but we are actually
not doing oversight—not a hearing, not
a report, nothing. Thirteen billion dol-
lars.

So, yes, I am going to oppose the CR
tonight. I am not holding up the vote.
I understand full well the responsi-
bility of all 100 of us to put ourselves
on the record. But if we are going to
actually say we are going to do over-
sight, let’s actually do oversight.
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It is not unreasonable, when we all
agree these are the facts and figures
that should come from DHS to just tell
us what is going on with the Afghan
refugees, that we actually expect they
are going to turn those things over.

So in the days ahead, I hope we will
actually hold a hearing and actually
get the facts. I hope we will actually
demand that they turn over to us what
we have required, and I hope we get a
full accounting of how they are spend-
ing $13 billion on what we understand
were 69,000 people, most of whom have
not even been moved in and across the
United States yet—$13 billion.

With that, I yield floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate consider the following nomination:
Executive Calendar No. 438, C.B.
Sullenberger III, for the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure of service as
Representative of the United States of
America on the Council of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
being no objection, the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of C.B.
Sullenberger III, of Texas, for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of
service as Representative of the United
States of America on the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nomination without intervening action
or debate and that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all with-
out intervening action or debate; that
no further motions be in order to the
nomination; that any statements re-
lated to the nomination be printed in
the RECORD; and that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Sullenberger
nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is my
hope that soon the Senate might be
able to vote on a bipartisan agreement
to keep the government open and fund-
ed through February 18.

I know both parties are working on
that agreement right now. I wish those
who are doing it good luck. I have cer-
tainly been working hard with the Ap-
propriations Committee to help on that
as have others. In fact, the only thing
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